
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIDE WORLD WIDE 
The Okavango Delta 2010  

Horse Safari Information Sheet (Kujwana Camp) 
We offer two different horse safaris in Botswana's Okavango Delta. This information relates to the safaris run by PJ and 
Barney Bestelink's Okavango Horse Safaris using Kujwana camp as a base and riding to a ‘tree house’ camp,  
Moklowane, and a fly camp. PJ & Barney have been operating horse safaris in this area for over 25 years. Please see the 
separate information sheet for details of our other trips.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates Safaris are arranged for 5, 7 and 10 nights from fixed dates between March and November. Please see overleaf 
for 2010 dates and call Ride World Wide to discuss availability. 
 
The Horses The horses used are between 14hh and 17hh and include Thoroughbreds and TB crosses, Arabs, Anglo  
Arabs and American Saddlebreds. There are over 50 to choose from and they are all well schooled, sensible and  
responsive to ride and are looked after with great care by Barney and her grooms. The TBs in particular are mostly 
trained to an eventing level and in excellent condition. You will generally ride the same horse for much of your stay so 
you have time to get used to it, but you may change to give your horse a break and / or to enable you to try another. 
Grooms are on hand at all times to look after the horses at Kujwana and at other camps.   
 
Riding Safaris usually involve 4 to 6 hours riding a day, broken up with refreshment stops and occasional walks 
(approximately 10 minutes walking for every 2 hours in the saddle) to give the horses a break and to allow you to 
stretch your muscles! The daily riding programme varies and some days you will ride for 3 or 4 hours in the morning, 
setting off at dawn when the game is best and returning to camp for lunch and a long rest. You may then ride again in 
the evening for up to 2 hours before sunset. On other days, you will have a longer morning ride of about 5 hours,  
stopping for a picnic breakfast out riding. You may then return to camp for a late lunch and will go on a guided walk, 
mokoro trip or game drive in the late afternoon. Tack is leather, with good quality English saddles and 'seat savers'  
provided for extra comfort. Saddle-bags are available when necessary. Rides are generally limited to a maximum of 8 
guests. There a general weight limit of 90 kgs (14 stone). 
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Pace The safaris are at a medium and well varied pace, with plenty of long trots and canters where the ground allows.  
 
Riding Experience To participate in a safari you must be a reasonably competent, confident rider as you will be riding 
in an open area where there is big (- and potentially dangerous-) game including elephant and lion. Although you don't 
have to be an expert over jumps or in competition, you should be comfortable and in control on a horse at all paces 
(including long trots and canters) and should be used to riding in open country and over varied terrain. You should also 
be relaxed and secure in the saddle so you are able to stay on your horse if it reacts suddenly, or needs to move quickly 
out of trouble. You will enjoy your safari much more if you are also fairly riding fit and if you don't ride regularly at 
home, we recommend you accustom yourself to the time you will spend in the saddle with regular training before you 
go. Children are sometimes accepted on these safaris but only at the operator's discretion. They must be strong,  
competent riders and to ensure this, a Pony Club test certificate is usually required. 
   
Terrain  The terrain in the Delta varies from flat and open grassy floodplain to thickly wooded palm islands and forests 
of mopane trees. Depending on the time of year, the floodplain (which looks rather like the fairway on a golf course 
when not flooded!) may be covered with a layer of surface water ranging from a few inches to several feet deep in 
places. There may also be deep lagoons and channels to cross, again depending on the flood level. The flood water  
usually arrives between May and July each year and subsides in September and when it is at its peak, you may find your 
horse wading through shoulder high water in order to move from island to island. The going around the edge of the  
islands is normally good and firm however so, even when the water is high, there are plenty of opportunities to trot and 
canter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Game The game in the Delta is plentiful and it remains there year round. Also, as you are in a private concession area, 
you will have a wonderful, private game viewing experience uninterrupted by other game viewing vehicles. You can 
usually expect to see good numbers of zebra, giraffe, elephant, buffalo, many species of antelope such as impala,  
reedbuck, lechwe and tsessebe, and also crocodiles, monkeys, baboons, warthogs and wildebeest when riding. If lucky, 
you may also see sitatunga, hyena, lion, leopard, cheetah and wild dog. The Delta is famous for birds.... fish eagles, 
cranes, storks, vultures, kingfishers, ostrich, jacanas, bee eaters and many more. PJ and Barney, your guides and hosts at 
OHS, have been running horse safaris in this area for more than 25 years. They are both extremely knowledgeable and 
very approachable and will happily answer any questions you have about the area and the game you see. 
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Accommodation Accommodation whilst on safari is either at the base camp, Kujwana, which sleeps up to 12 in  
spacious double walk-in safari tents set on a raised wooden platform and each with its own bathroom with shower and 
flush loo, or at Moklowane, where spacious tree house rooms are built into the trees, each with its own bathroom with a 
‘bucket and pulley’ shower and flush loo. On longer safaris you will also stay at a simpler 'fly' camp (the name comes 
from the days when you moved your fly sheet off your permanent tent to make a temporary camp) sleeping in walk-in 
two man Meru tents. The base camp has recently been completely upgraded and refurbished and makes a wonderful, 
comfortable home during your safari. Beds at all camps are made up with cotton sheets and duvets, towels are provided 
and, although there is no running water at Moklawane and fly camps, hot water for washing is readily available  
whenever you wish. Your tent attendant wakes you each morning with a bowl of steaming water for washing and will 
happily prepare you a hot shower when you return from each ride. Stretcher beds are generally used at fly camps, and 
each tent has its own private traditional African 'bucket and pulley' shower and long drop loo. Safari rates are based on 
twin accommodation and if you are booking alone, assume you will be prepared to share a twin tent with another guest 
(same sex) if necessary. A single supplement is charged if you prefer to definitely guarantee a single tent.  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meals You will be extremely well fed on safari with three meals a day and also snacks when you are out riding. There 
is fresh bread every day and plenty of fresh vegetables and salads (but please let us know in advance if you are a  
vegetarian or have special dietary requirements). Dinner is three courses, accompanied by house wine and is served by 
candlelight at a long table set out by the campfire. Beer, a selection of cold drinks and a limited choice of spirits (please 
let us know if you have a particular favourite) are also available. 
 
Safety Rides are lead by very experienced guides and normally either PJ or Barney will lead each ride personally,  
accompanied by a second guide or back up rider. A rifle is usually carried and you will also be given an introductory 
talk on the routine when riding on arrival at camp. There is a comprehensive medical kit in camp and one is also taken 
out riding. The camp is in radio contact with Maun for emergencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weather Summer months in the delta are September to April and it is generally hottest from October to February, with 
temperatures up to about 38 degrees C at midday. It can rain in October and November although the rainy season is  
usually December to February. The coolest months are May to August when midday temperatures reach around 28  
degrees C. During these months and in September, it can be quite cold in the early mornings and evenings (about 8  
degrees C), but even at the coldest times of year days are normally sunny and warm. 
 
What to bring We will send you a clothing list with suggestions of what to bring when you book. 
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Itinerary  The safaris are very individualized and the actual structure of each day depends on the movement of game in 
the area, the weather, water level and preferences of the guests in camp! Proposals for the next day are often discussed 
at dinner the night before. On a 10 night safari you will generally stay in three different camps, normally starting in  
Kujwana base camp and riding to Moklowane camp and Xwaapu fly camp during your stay. This allows you to explore 
the three river systems of Xudum, Kiri and Matsibi. Each camp is well situated in a big game area and has been chosen 
for the variety of terrain and game that favours the particular area. On a 5 night safari, two camps will be used, Kujwana 
base camp and one of either Moklowane or Xwaapu.  An example itinerary for a 10 night safari is set out below (5 night 
safaris would be first or second half).  
Please note that it is only an example and the day by day arrangements and camps used each night may be varied by 
your guides in their absolute discretion according to water levels, weather, game movements and other local conditions.  
 
Day 1 You will be met in Maun and shown to the charter plane which will fly you the 25 minutes or so to Xudum  
airstrip near camp, a wonderful opportunity to see the entire Delta and game from the air. Either on the way into camp 
from the airstrip, or on your out you will be transferred by helicopter (optional) providing a spectacular view. The  
alternative is a short game drive (about an hour) in a four-wheel drive vehicle taking you deeper into the Delta, to arrive 
at Kujwana camp. Meet your hosts and an introductory talk over lunch or tea in camp, with demo on tack and advice on 
game viewing by horse. Perhaps a short rest before meeting the horses and, time permitting, a late afternoon ride (1 to 2 
hours) to get to know them and the surrounding area. Dinner and night in camp. (L,D)                                 
 
Day 2 Woken early at about 5.30 am (an hour before dawn) for breakfast and to be ready for an early morning game 
ride at sunrise, about 6.30 am, when the game is best. Wade through lush green malapos that lead you from island to  
island, perhaps surprising a timid bushbuck out his dense cover on a heavily wooded island, or enjoying the herds of 
lechwe and zebra moving through the open spaces. Stop for a picnic breakfast out riding and return to camp at about 
1.30 pm. for lunch. Time to relax or sleep in the afternoon until tea at about 4pm. After tea, a game drive, perhaps to see 
a breeding herd of elephant, stopping for a drink and to watch the sunset. Return to camp after dark using a spotlight to 
spot hyena, civet and leopard. Drinks and dinner Kujwana Camp. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 Breakfast and mount up to ride east towards Beacon and Lion Island, two very large islands which are cut off 
from Kujwana by the Xwaapu River, and the fly camp. The area's chain of small 'pans' are often filled by seasonal rains 
and its thick Mopane forest and acacia, contrast with the open plains of the previous day. The area is a good habitat for 
kudu, giraffe and also elephant which hide in the dense forest whilst zebra, buffalo and wildebeest are often seen around 
the water holes. Arrive at the fly camp in time for lunch and a rest during the hottest part of the day, then tea and a bird 
walk with PJ until sunset. Back to camp for a shower, drinks and dinner. (B,L,D)  
 
Day 4 Ride northeast towards Moremi game reserve today. This area forms seasonal marshland and hosts a variety of 
exceptional bird life. Wildlife moves freely to and from the national park and it is great buffalo and elephant country. 
Return to camp for lunch and in the afternoon, a game drive with sunset drinks and an evening night drive with spot 
light back to camp. Second night fly camp. (B,L,D) 
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Day 5 A full day’s ride today, moving from Xwaapu to Kujwana camp.This area is on the edge of the permanent water 
with papyrus beds and deep lagoons and is great for hippo and lechwe. A picnic lunch is set up on a shady island and 
you ride back to Kujwana camp in the cool of the late afternoon. Overnight Kujwana. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 6 A rest day today for those riding for 10 days. There is the option to game drive, walk, take a trip in a mokoro 
(water level allowing) or to view a water hole from the hide, perhaps taking a picnic lunch. The horses may be rested 
for the whole day or depending on the weather, there may be an afternoon ride. The evening and night at Kujwana.  
(B,L,D)  
[Guests doing a 5 night safari and joining the safari on Day 6 would do a 2 hour orientation ride in the cool of the  
afternoon as the wildlife stirs from the heat of the day]. 
 
Day 7 An early wake up call and then a full morning ride exploring the western Baobab area. Small islands linked by 
numerous hippo channels eventually lead to Boabab Island which is a good habitat for Cheetah and breeding ground for 
the gorgeous Carmine Bee eater, summer visitor to the Delta. Baobab Island has thick riverine forest and is a good area 
for elephant and buffalo (as well as the unexpected!). Lunch in camp and after a siesta and tea, an afternoon game/night 
drive. Overnight Kujwana. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 A long ride from Kujwana to Moklowane camp. This is approximately 30km heading north west. The route 
moves through open floodplain and scattered islands towards the Matsebe river system. You will stop along the route 
for a picnic lunch on a shady island, usually about 2 hours ride from Moklowane camp. Arrive at the new camp at  
sunset. Drinks, dinner and overnight new camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 9 Moklowane camp is on the Matsebe river system and the area around it is one of wide open floodplain inter-
spersed with Moklowane palms - favourite food of elephant and baboon. It is also a good area for plains game and you 
are likely to see zebra, wildebeest and many other types of antelope. In the afternoon there may be a chance for a 1 - 2 
hour trip in a mokoro (traditional dug out canoe). Overnight Moklowane. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 10 A full days ride from Moklowane taking you back to Kujwana by a different route, stopping for a picnic lunch 
along away. It is about a 40 km ride in all, usually with about 4 hours ridden in the morning and 2 hours in the  
afternoon. The route moves through a variety of game areas and fords the Xudum river at numerous hippo channels.  
After a long day arrive at Kujwana Camp at sunset for a welcome drink and hot shower before dinner. Final night  
Kujwana. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 11 Depending on your departure time there may be time for an early morning game ride out of Kujwana camp,  
returning to camp for breakfast. Pack up and then a drive of about an hour to the nearest airstrip for transfer by light  
aircraft into Maun. (B) 
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SAFARI DEPARTURE DATES 2010  
5 night safaris:                               7 night safaris:                              10 night safaris:                     
1st March to 6th March                   1st to 8th March                             1st March to 11th March                    
6th March to 11th March                14th to 21st March                        14th March to 24th March       
14th March to 19th March              27th March to 3rd April               27th March to 6th April            
19th March to 24th March              9th to 16th April                            9th April to 19th April             
27th March to 1st April                   22nd to 29th April                         22nd April to 2nd May  
1st April to 6th April                       5th to 12th May                             5th May to 15th May 
9th April to 14th April                     21st to 28th May                            21st May to 31st May  
14th April to 19th April                  5th to 12th June                             3rd June to 13th June 
22nd April to 27th April                 16th to 23rd June                           16th June to 26th June 
27th April to 2nd May                     29th June to 6th July                     29th June to 9th July 
5th May to 10th May                       12th to 19th July                           12th July to 22nd July 
9th May to 14th May                       25th July to 1st August                  25th July to 4th August   
19th May to 24th May                     7th to 14th August                         7th August to 17th August       
21st May to 26th May                      20th to 27th August                       20th August to 30th August 
26th May to 31st May                      2nd to 9th September                    2nd September to 12th September 
3rd June to 8th June                         15th to 22nd September                 15th September to 25th September 
8th June to 13th June                       28th September to 5th October      28th September to 8th October          
16th June to 21st June                      24th to 31st October                      11th October to 21st October    
21st June to 26th June                      3rd to 10th November                    14th October to 24th October  
29th June to 4th July                        16th to 23rd November                  3rd November to 13th November 
4th to 9th July                                                                                        16th November to 26th November 
12th July to 17th July                            5 night safaris (cont.)                       
17th July to 22nd July                          15th September to 20th September       
25th July to 30th July                           20th September to 25th September                                           
30th July to 4th August                         28th September to 3rd October 
7th August to 12th August                  3rd October to 8th October                                       
12th August to 17th August                24th October to 29th October        
20th August to 25th August                3rd to 8th November           
25th August to 30th August                8th to 13th November         
2nd September to 7th September        16th to 21st November                
7th September to 12th September       21st to 26th November 
 
There are no set departures in December but if you are interested in a safari then please contact us as the camp  
sometimes remains open. 
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RATES 2010 - For 2010 there is a Peak Season safari rate and a Low Season rate.  
Rates quoted INCLUDE Land Board concession fees, tax, all drinks and meals but EXCLUDE  air charters between 
Maun and the camp (see below): 
Peak Season - 1st June to 31st October 2010  
5 night horse safari: £2100 per person 
7 night horse safari: £2940 per person 
10 night horse safari: £4200 per person  
 
Low Season - 1st March to 31st May 2010 and 1st to 30th November 2010 
5 night horse safari: £1900 per person.            
7 night horse safari: £2660 per person 
10 night horse safari: £3800 per person. 
 
NB You need to ADD the cost of air charters (see below). 
 
Air charters  - The meeting point for the safaris is Maun in Botswana although the above rates EXCLUDE  transfers 
between Maun and the camp and you need to budget extra for these. Transfers are by private air charter taking about 20 
minutes and either on arrival or departure include a scenic helicopter trip of about 8 minutes. Charter rates for 2010 are 
currently £335 per person return (or £280 per person without the helicopter section). This assumes at least two people 
travelling together - there will be a supplement if only and in this case the helicopter section will not be possible. Please 
note that ALL charter rates are subject to variation with increases in fuel costs and rates may vary between now and the 
time you book. Please confirm them when you book. 
 
Single supplements - Safari rates assume twin accommodation and if you are booking alone you may be asked to share 
a twin bedded safari tent with another guest of the same sex if the numbers in camp require. If you are not prepared to 
share and wish to guarantee a single tent, a 50% supplement is charged (£210 per person per night in the Peak season, 
£190 per person per night in the Low season). Please note that this is only charged if you are not prepared to share a 
tent when necessary / if asked.  
                                      
**Example rates - inclusive safari rates for 2010:**  
The total cost (including charters) in Peak Season (between 1st June and 31st October 2010) for a 5 night safari is 
£2435 per person; a 7 night safari is £3275 and a 10 night safari is £4535 per person.  
 
The total cost in Low Season for a 5 night safari is £2235 per person; a 7 night safari is £2995 and a 10 night safari is 
£4135 per person, all INCLUDING return air charters to camp but excluding international flights as above.   
                                                                                                               
These inclusive safari rates INCLUDE all riding and other available activities (walks, mokoro trips etc), 5, 7 or 10 
nights twin accommodation (based on two sharing), meals, all drinks, Land board concession fees, local government 
taxes and return air charters from Maun to the camp and back (based on at least two travelling and at current rates). 
They EXCLUDE international flights to Maun, personal medical / travel insurance (which you must have), any visa 
fees and any tips you may wish to leave the staff.  
 
Single tents - the supplement to guarantee a single tent is £1050 in Peak Season for a 5 night safari, £1470 for a 7 night 
safari and £2100 for a 10 night safari. In Low Season the supplement is £950 for 5 nights, £1330 for 7 nights and £1900 
for 10 nights.  
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International Flights to Maun  - Maun is the meeting place for the safaris. The best way to fly there from London is 
generally via Johannesburg in South Africa - there are no direct flights from London to Maun. You can also fly to Maun 
via Windhoek in Namibia, via Harare in Zimbabwe and via Gaborone in Botswana but Johannesburg is usually the best 
connection point with the most frequent / best connections.  
 
You should plan to take an overnight flight from London to Johannesburg (British Airways, South African Airways and 
Virgin all fly direct from London to Johannesburg every day). Once in Johannesburg, you will need to change planes 
and take an Air Botswana flight to Maun. Air Botswana flights are daily with one (occasionally two) morning  
departures from Johannesburg to Maun and the flight takes around an hour and 40 minutes. Due to connection times, to 
avoid an overnight stay in Johannesburg, British Airways or South African are usually the best international carriers to 
use. On the return the daily Air Botswana flight from Maun to Johannesburg will connect with overnight return flights 
to London. Please call us if you would like more flight information, for a flight inclusive quote or if you would like 
us to book flights for you. We will be very happy to do so. Our ATOL number for flight bookings is 6213.  
 
General visa and health information (NB this is a brief outline - further information will be sent to you if you make a 
confirmed booking)  
 
Visas If you hold a full British Passport and are visiting Botswana for a holiday only and staying less than 30 days you 
do not need to arrange a visa in advance.  
 
Health No innoculations are legally required for Botswana but Polio, Tetanus, Typhoid and Hepatitis A are  
recommended, and you will also be advised to take anti-Malaria tablets. You should consult a health professional for 
further and more detailed advice.                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                   (updated 20/11/09) 
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